THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 1666 
massive St. Pauls (left middleground) can be seen the tower of All Hallows the Great. 


Optimistic Outlook 


As the arrival of the month of Aug- 
ust brings to me personally reminders 
of the fact that just one year has pas- 
sed since our blue ship was rocking 
my family and me all the way from 
Australia to the United Kingdom to 
face up to work whose importance 
was then known and well understood, 
but whose details were not yet so 
clearly comprehended, I am taking 
the liberty of using my column this 
month to write about Westfield House 
itself and the work being done there 
both in retrospect— with considerably 
more knowledge and certainty regard- 
ing the actual situation—and in pros- 
pect—with ever-increasing optimism. 


by Preceptor Elmore Leske 


It is appropriate.that in any review 
of the work done at Westfield House, 
the theological training centre of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of En- 
gland, emphasis be given at the outset 
to the debt of gratitude owed by the 
ELCE to my predecessor, Westfield’s 
first Preceptor, Dr. Norman Nagel, 
now Dean of the Chapel of Valpar- 
aiso University. His task in setting the 
wheels in motion for a Lutheran theo- 
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logical centre in Cambridge wai 
enormous one, and few could 
tackled the task as successfully 
There must have been many di 
ies and moments of frustration, 
sibly even months and years of t 
end. But the present state of a 
bears testimony to the value an 
nificance of his efforts. 


With my arrival a special co 
tec, now known as the Westfield 
mittee, consisting of the four prin» 
officers of the Executive Council 
myself, was appointed for the pur 
of discussing and recommendin 
icy and formulating plans for 
present and future of Westfield Hi 
One of its very first, and most ur 
considerations was the question — 
ther Westfield House should cons 
to have only the one kind of. 
gramme which it offered in its — 
years, namely, the programme ce} 
around the degree course offere 
the Divinity School of the Univ» 
of Cambridge, and therefore res: 
ed to those few who could be in, 
to accept places at the Universi 
Cambridge. 


In reality, this question had 
answered previously, for the « 
ments accompanying the Letty 
Call issued to me had indicatect 
Westfield’s scope should now be: 
ened to admit a second progras 
The major question, therefore. 
rather : could this second progrz 
be put into operation almost im* 
ately, or should it be deferred f 
other twelve months? 


The decision appeared fairl 
vious to the Committee. It was 9° 
nised that the external Univw 
programme seemed to be attra 
mainly overseas students who 
less likely to serve as pastors i 
ELCE. An internal course of 
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ical studies, while on the one hand 
ng somewhat limited as long as 
:faculty was necessarily small num- 
cally, could on the other hand pro- 
ly better cater for young men of 
» ELCE desirous of serving their 
-urch as pastors (who would natur- 
y be required to possess at least the 
nimum academic qualifications 
ulated for entry to British univers- 


a aim, therefore, was to provide 
sourse which would be the converse 
the external programme hitherto 
familiar at Westfield; most of the 
urses would now be "provided by 
estfield’s faculty with a smaller pro- 
irtion of lectures being taken at the 
laiversity — and this would mean 
at University tripos examinations 
ould not be taken by the internal- 
Ogramme students, as all examin- 
ions would be the concern of West- 
Id House. A four-year course was 
commended for commencement in 
168/69, the first year being given to 
heavy concentration on the Biblical 
nguages (Hebrew and Greek), ad- 
tional studies in other languages of 
lue and use theologically (Latin and 
erman), and _ several preliminary 
uurses in theology (English Bible and 
e Lutheran Confessions). Allow- 
ice was made for courses in Church 
istory to be taken at the University. 
The first student, Mr. David Borgas 
as ready to begin this programme 
amediately it had been officially 
proved. Thus there began in Oct- 
ver, 1968 an internal programme 
hich largely occupied the Precep- 
r’s time and energy throughout the 
“st academic year, but which brought 
ae joy to the few who were 
dle to see it gradually unfolding. Not 
1e least cause of the joy and rejoicing 
as the fact a programme like this, 
nce off the ground, held promise of 
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far more future pastors of the ELCE 
than the one young man courageously 
tackling it as the foundation student. 

The number of young men from 
the ELCE itself will be at least doub- 
led in the new year. Though this 
means the number is still only mini- 
mal, there is reason for considerable 
rejoicing in that in the space of 
less than one year two young men 
have become very real prospects for 
graduation to the ministry in four or 
five years as the forerunners of a new 
and steady stream of pastors from the 
ELCE’s own ranks. My moving about 
in the congregations and in my dis- 
cussions with pastors and members of 
the Church have shown me that there 
is every indication that there will be 
more dedicated young men ready to 
follow them. And this judgment is 
confirmed by the two applications al- 
ready before me for the year 1970/71. 

This month of August brings the 
promise of additional joys and bless- 
ings for Westfield as Dr. Martin Franz- 
man arrives in Cambridge with his 
wife to commence his duties as theo- 
logical lecturer in the academic year. 

Generally, then, there is a spirit of 
optimism in and about Westfield 
House at this time. It is encouraged 
by these outward signs of growth and 
development, but it is basically an op- 
timism born of confident hope that 
more than ever this House will pro- 
duce results in the preparation of more 
ministers of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the world’s Redeemer, for 
Britain and even elsewhere. 

May our ascended Lord Who gives 
gifts to His Church, among which are 
the pastors and missionaries, add His 
blessing to all our plans and efforts, 
and to all the teaching and learning 
at Westfield, so that His name may 
be further glorified through the wider 
preaching of His Gospel. 
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| Lift Up Your Hearts | 


DO IT YOURSELF ? 


by the Rev. W. H. Fanning of Sunderland 


Popular 

In springtime many a family man’s 
fancy turns to getting things done 
about the house and garden. There 
are at least a dozen things that need 
doing. And he can probably do most 
of the things himself. 

Many men prefer the “ do it your- 
self” idea. You've probably noticed 
that, in the last few years, interest in 
“do it yourself’ has been growing. 
There are special articles and adverts 
in newspapers, even special “Do It 
Yourself’? magazines, plans, equip- 
ment, and shops. 


Can Do and Cannot Do 

If a person takes an interest in 
doing things by himself, it does not 
take long to realize that there are 
many things that he can do quite 
easily by himself. And then there are 
some things he simply cannot do. 

Around the house, for example, he 
can do the painting and wallpapering, 
and a bit of woodwork. But when it 
comes to replacing the burned out 
bearings in his washing machine, 
that’s quite a different matter. Or 
with the car, he can wash it, clean 
the upholstery, touch up the paint- 
work, and mount the roof-rack. But 
when it comes to doing a bit of nice, 
clean, smooth panel-beating on the 
offside door, he needs an expert. 


What Must I Do? 


In religious matters the concept of 
“do it yourself” has always been 
popular. Some people suggest it. Some 
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advocate it. Some try it. i 

In Luke chapter 10 a certain law» 
asked Jesus: ‘‘ Master, what i 
I do to inherit eternal life?” An 
Acts chapter 16 a prison-keeper asl} 
Paul and Silas: ‘ Sirs, what mi 
I do to be saved ?” 

The answers given show that 8 
cannot place our religion into 
same category as house, garden, @ 
car. Jesus and the apostles show tt 
forgiveness of sin, a righteous life, @ 
salvation are not “do it yourse 
items. We must trust completa 
Jesus Christ for these. 


Distinction 
The Christian religion is not “ ditt 
yourself” religion. And this is & 
one thing which distinguishes it fii 
all other religions in the world. "€ 
Bible is not a “do it yourself ” m4 
ual. It is different from all other } 
called ‘sacred’ writings of the wal 
in that it tells of what God has die 
for us, by Himself, in the Person +6 
work of His Son. All other religilf 
are “do it yourself” religions. it 
not ours . . . “by grace are ye say@ 
through faith, and that not of yes 
selves; it isa gift of God, not of wo: 
(Ephesians 2). 
Why we preach Jesus Christ 
Unfortunately, many people thy 


yourself” . . . saving yourself} 
good works, earning God’s favou) 
leading a good life and refrais| 
from evil. 
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If that were possible, then why did 
ssus live and die and rise again from 
ie dead ? 

We preach Jesus Christ and Him 
cucified because He is the One and 
®Mly “Do It Yourself” religious 
xpert. He was the only one who 
ver did the Ten Commandments. 
te was the only one whose suffering 
nd death did satisfy for all men’s 
ns. And He did rise from the dead. 
These things Jesus did because men 
annot do it themselves. 

_ And so it is that Christians learn to 
ay : “I cannot do it myself; my Jesus 
jid it for me”. 

And Christian pastors preach : 
You cannot Do It Yourself; your 
esus did it for you”. 


Do It Yourself ” Sin is Forgiven 
Spiritually speaking the only thing 
hat man can do all by himself, un- 
ided, is to commit sin in thought, 
yvord, and deed. At this we are all 
‘do it yourself ” experts. 

But here it is that God is able, by 
lis gracious power, to do something 
omen. He sends His Holy Spirit to 
yipe away men’s sins, to change 
nen’s hearts, to give them faith and 
rust in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


\ Paradox 

To the outsider it may look as 
hough the faith and good works, the 
ictivities, | accomplishments, and 
growth of the Church are because of 
he people in the Church. But a closer 
00k shows that God is behind the 
aith and life of His people. Without 
tim, His work, His doing, the 
thurch can do absolutely nothing. 
‘With might of ours can naught be 
lone; soon were our loss effected ”. 

To the insider it may even seem as 
hough we’re left on our own, left to 
york the works of God all by our- 
elves. Yet all is resolved when we 
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realise that, according to His Word, 
it is God who is moving us to do, yes 
even doing in us, the things He wants 
done. 


Instruments 

We are therefore like the paint 
brush in the hand of a painter. The 
brush paints the woodwork and furni- 
ture. Yet it is not the brush, but the 
painter, that actually does it. 

We are like the guitar plucked by 
the hand of the performer. The guitar 
produces the music. Yet it is not the 
guitar, but the guitarist, that actually 
does it. 

Thus the Christian. He is a tool or 
instrument in the hand of God. 


The Cost 

One final thought is this, that many 
people prefer to do their building, 
painting, and other things, by them- 
selves in order to save money. And 
that is usually the case. You do save 
when you “do it yourself” around 
the house. 

But again, what applies to domestic 
matters does not apply to religious 
matters. You don’t save time, or 
money, or trouble by avoiding Christ 
and His Word and His Church, by 
trying to ‘go it alone’, adopting a “‘ do 
it yourself” religious attitude. The 
result is an eternity cut off from God, 
your life forfeited forever, and endless 
torment and trouble. 

It is true that it ‘costs’ to be a fol- 
lower of Christ. But because our 
Saviour has paid (not with gold or 
silver, but with His holy, precious 
blood, and with His innocent suffer- 
ing and death) the price, our eternal 
reward in heaven will more than 
‘repay’, if you will, any costs we incur 
now. In Romans 10:18 St. Paul 
states that the comparison is hardly 
worth talking about. So we’ll leave it 
at that! 
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**South Devon Times’’ 7 Feb. 1969 


Our Plymouth Church in the Nev 


Sunday raider took children 
church savings | 


Money saved by Sunday school children towards a new chure 


Plympton has been siolen. 


The cash—£5 13s.—was taken from the existing wocden St. Peter’s Ly 
eran Church, Larkham Lane, Plympton, on a Sunday afternoon when 


church was left open. 

The children had saved the money by 
buying special stamps from the Lutheran 
Church of England Extension Fund. 

When they save a cardful they get a 
certificate for £1 contributtion and receive 
interest. 

The Rev. Robert Bruer the church’s 
pastor, told the “South Devon Times” that 
the money had been locked in the kitchen 
of the church. 


KEY 


Someone had walked in, found the key 


and took the money from the room, — 
police had been told. 


Mr. Bruer said: “I ask that the pay 
would realise their children do not_ 
their savings. It is the church’s loss. = 

It is rather a nasty thing to do—stes 
children’s savings. 

Sunday afternoons is the only timé 
church is left open”. 


Plans for the new church on the sit? ; 
now being considered by the Plynei 
planning department. 1 
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AMEN ... 
And now move the 
church 


When Lenten and Easter services at St. 
Peters Lutheran Church, Plympton, are 
finished the men of the congregation will 
set to... and start moving the church. 

The church must move because the tem- 
porary wooden building stands on the site 
of a new permanent one. 


The wooden building will be dismantled 
and rebuilt a few yards away. 


Pastor the Rev. Robert Bruer heard 
that Plymouth City Council had given 
planning permission for the new building 
and moving the wooden church last week. 


SIX 


He hopes that the move can be 36 
so that the congregation have only t 
Sunday without a church. That day ¢ 
will meet in the parsonage. 


WEATHER 


The church will be used through 3 
for a series of Wednesday services, se4 
Bruer plans to make the move after E.4 
But he added: ‘That is unless we @ 
stretch of fine weather. We might c 
our minds and try to get ahead.” 


But this is not the first time the cf 
has moved. It originally came from Cd 
where it was used while another ci 
was being built. 


Mr. Bruer went there and with the 
of the local pastor dismantled it anpaut 
it on a lorry for Plympton. | 


The plans for the new building a 
with a quantity surveyor. No dat= 
starting can yet be given 
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The stone was originally part of the 
hurch of All Hallows the Great which 
ace stood on Upper Thames Street near 
‘ondon Bridge, which was built by Wren 
1683, two years before he became M.P. 
rr Plympton. 

The stone is also a link between the 
yympton congregation and the origins of 
theranism in Britain. 


For All Hallows Church was used by the 
z Lutherans in England for their wor- 
“ip before they were allowed to build a 
“aurch of their own. It has been a place of 
grimage for Lutherans for the past 20 
_ ars. 


And in February of this year the tomb 
_ Jacob Jacobsen, the first Lutheran lay- 
"an in England, was discovered in the 
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Plympton to have 
new church 


‘| The work of a 36-year-old Canadian 

astor, the Rey. Robert H. Bruer, and his 
‘ife, Berthe, in establishing a Lutheran 
hurch at Larkham Lane, Plympton, was 
urried a step further on Saturday when a 
#eremonial breaking of the ground for the 

2W £25,000 St. Peters Church, took place 


_. George Pearce, of London, who is head 
> the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
gland and was one of those who wielded 
jie silver spade cutting the earth at a 
bint marked by a wooden cross, over 
hich the altar will stand. 
@ Four others took part in this symbolic 
gging: Mr. Dennis Roden, chairman of 
|t. Peters, Ald. L. G. Pengelly, Mr. Giles 
i field, the architect, and Mr. P. Back- 
Br, a director of the building contractors. 
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WREN STONE AS NEW 
CHURCH’S FOUNDATION 


Stone saved from the ruins of one of Sir Chrisopher Wren’s church- 
built in London after the Great Fire, is to be the foundation stone 
f Plympton’s new Lutheran Church. 


church’s burial ground. 

His name appears at the head of a list 
of six on the Charter of King Charles II 
which granted the Lutherans the right to 
erect their own church in 1672. 


There will be a plaque inside the church 
explaining the significance of the stone. 


It is hoped that work on the church, 
which is to be built on The Dell in Flym- 
pton, will begin in July. 


The Lutheran pastor, the Rev. Robert 
Bruer told the “South Devon Times” after 
a meeting of his building committee: ‘““We 
expect to be putting out to the builders 
by the beginning of May, and the tenders 
should be back by June 3. Then there will 
be just three or four weeks for the builders 
to organise themselves’”’. 


START THIS WEEK 


Hymns were accompanied by the Sal- 
vation Army Band (Shaftesbury Hall 
Corps). 

Building the new church, to hold about 
230, begins this week on the half-acre site. 


Dr. Pearce turns a sod watched by Pastor Bruer, 
Alderman L. Pengelly, and Mr. D. 


Roden. 


N @WS from Our Churches 


Sixth Conference of European Lutheran Free Churches 


Are we getting through with the Gospel 

in our preaching? In our liturgy? In our 
hymns? In our literature? In our symbols? 
In our architecture? Pastors from seven 
different Lutheran free churches in Europe 
spent three days, 28-30 May, at Christ 
Lutheran Church, Petts Wood, debating 
these questions. The nineteen participants 
represented churches from Germany, 
France, Denmark and the United King- 
dom. Also present as guests were E. W. 
Wiebusch from Australia, Martin Lutz 
from India, and David Scaer from Am- 
erica, 

“Our preaching is accepted most by the 
older generation, least by the younger and 
the unchurched”, Pastor H. Rotfuchs of 
Germany said in his paper. “If our church- 
es are growing in faith or in number, is 
it because or in spite of our preaching?” 
was the question put by the Rev. John 
Sims of Sunbury. “Our liturgy is incom- 
prehensible to the present generation and 
deters people”, Pastor R. Trautmann 
charged. To which Pastor R. Bente, also 
from Germany, replied: ‘Timeless Greg- 
orian chant is the best middle way for the 
Lutheran liturgy”. “The language of our 
hymn books is antiquated’’, but if we are 
to reach the outsider, “we ought to be will- 
ing to forfeit even cherished traditional 
hymns in favour of modern hymns’, Pastor 
Paul Michael of Copenhagen suggested. 
In reviewing periodicals of the churches 
represented, the Rev. Bohy of France jud- 
ged they ‘ ‘stressed theology” but had little 

“specific missionary impact’’. 

In its conclusions, the Sixth Conference of 
Lutheran Free Churches of Europe agreed 
that the Lutheran liturgy is helpful in 
reaching the unchurched, but that it 
could be more effective if its language 
were modernised; that a column in our 
church papers evaluating religious broad- 
casts on radio or television would help our 
people become more discerning listeners. 
The conference also recommended that the 
second delegate from each church to future 
meetings should be a layman. 

The topic for the 1971 Conference was 
approved: Ecumenism and Home Mis- 
sions Previous topics have been Public 
Relations and Home Missions (Bremen 
1965), Confessionalism and Home Missions 
Lahti, Finland 1963), Liturgy and Home 
Missions (Berlin 1962). The Seventh Con- 
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ference will be held in late Spring of 1) 
in Copenhagen. 


NEW C.E.F. BROCHURE VETTED 
CAMBRIDGE CONFERENCE 


“You Build the Church—An Archit 
View”, prepared by Mr. H. Opitz, a 
itect and CEF Committee member, 
examined and discussed by the Third 
nual Church Extension Fund conte 
held at Westfield House, Cambridge, © 
urday and Sunday, 28-29 June. It is he; 
that the new publication, aimed at incy 
ing investors and investments, willl 
ready by Autumn for distribution tc 
congregations and missions. 

The Conference was attended by & 
Committee members and local CEF ~ 
resentatives from congregations in Lo 
Cambridge, and Sheffield. Devot) 
Bible-study, and discussion sessions 
led by laymen. 

Mr. R. Thoelke (Luther-Tyndale, 7} 
don) reported that the poster compet 
and the film, ‘“Let’s Build a Church” }} 
ed create a healthier interest in his — 
gregation. Mrs. J. Taylor said tha® 
Andrew, Ruislip, was still ahead a@ 
goals; the congregation presented ~ 
newly-baptized child with a CEF Sa» 
card and a 1/- stamp. At Holy Tr% 
London, results had not improved; f 
members felt that the interest rate of | 
should be raised. Mr. McGifford (St. “tif 
Boreham Wood, thought that the incl» 
of “Number of Investors’ column ot! 
local CEF progress charts was useful. i 
people were investing at both Camb ge 
and Petts Wood. 

The next CEF Conference will be 4d 
at Westfield House 27-28 June 1970) 


CAR SCHEME REVISED 


After many months of study, the E 4 
tive Council at their meeting at Cone 
House, Golden Lane, London, E. 
30 June agreed to increase the ma 
advance to pastors for the purchase «1 
placement of a car to £700 from the | 
maximum allowed since the Car Schu 
inception. This would raise repay! 
from 20/- to 22/6d a week. Also au 
was a 2/6 weekly service charge. T 1 
vised schedule of repayment will the :0fe; 
be a total 25/- a week by both pastcoim@, 
congregation. | 
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{ memorandum from _ Resurrection 
cheran Church of Cambridge was briefly 
cussed and put on the agenda for full 
‘mination at the next meeting on 8 Sep- 
aber. The memorandum requests con- 
eration for the planning of a Lutheran 
weh in Cambridge to serve both the 
‘gregation and Westfield House. 


esterdays 


ENTY YEARS AGO— 
July/August 1949 


r 1500 attended the International Luth— 
n Rally at Westminster Chapel, Buck— 
am Gate, London S.W.] on Sunday, 17 
y, at 3 p.m. to hear Bishop Anders Nyg— 
1 of Sweden, Dr. Theodore Graebner of 
» Missouri Synod, Bishop Hanns Lilje of 
rmany, and Archbishop Theodore Grin—- 
gs of the Latvian Lutheran Church in 
le speak .... the meeting was opened 
‘the Rev. Geo. Pearce, Chairman of the 
heran Council of Great Britain ... choirs 
m both Luther—Tyndale and Holy Trinity 
‘ticipated ... . Dedication of church hall 
Holy Trinity, Tottenham, on 7 August 
en Sunday School children led procession 
m the church into the new hall... the 
s-fabricated building, costing £800, was 
ide necessary by the growing Sunday 
ool (1949 enrolment: 175) and the var— 
$s age—level youth clubs that ran every 
ning, Monday through Friday . . . Sunday 
a Summer Outing to Hoddesdon on 
uly. 


IN YEARS AGO—July/Aug. 1959 


theran Chorus of Sheboygan, under the 
fection of Norman Wilbert, gives con— 
‘ts at several ELCE churches in and ar— 
nd London... Under the care of Pastor 
d Mrs. W. P. Borgas, 20 youth (14 girls, 
doys) journeyed to Denmark for the 1959 
ther League Trip Abroad where they 


were the guest of Pastor Michael and mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Free Church in Den— 
mark . . . permission granted by Harlow 
Corporation to erect temporary hall on 
ELCE site .. . Holy Trinity Sunday School 
Outing to Chalkwell near Southend, Ruislip 
outings to Bognor Regis (children) and 
Beaconsfield (congregation) .. . Professor 
Martin Naumann of Springfield Concordia 
Seminary guest preacher at St. Andrew 
mission festival . application to use 
parsonage site at Towncourt Crescent, 
Petts Wood, for church development turn- 
ed down by Orpington Urban Council. 


NOTICES 


1. The Rev. Evan Koch was installed as 
pastor of Luther- Tyndale Memorial 
Church, Kentish Town, London, NW5 on 
Sunday, 6 July. 

2. The Rev. W. P. Borgas of Boreham 
Wood has accepted a call to St. John Luth- 
eran Church, Eudunda, South Australia. 

3. The Rev. Ronald Kresge has been as- 
signed the call to Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Harlow, Essex. 

4. The Rev. James R. Zinkowich has been 
assigned to the Lutheran mission at Brad- 
ford. 


5. The Rev. Curtis Moermond has been 
assigned the call to St. Paul, Boreham 
Wood, Herts. 


Concordia Publishing House Ltd. has 
vacancies for two male packers/despatch 
cierks in its book section. A school leaver 
would be considered for one of these 
positions: for the other a more mature 
person is required. Persons interested in 
either of these positions and wishing to 
receive further information should write 
to :- 

The Manager, 

Concordia Publishing House Ltd. 

117/123 Golden Lane, 

London, EC1 


i ey 
MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Esie Dunsbier; from Miss 
Lorina Schrupp, Washington D.C., U.S.A.; $5 for the Church Extension 


Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Ernest Lebien; from the 
Rev. and Mrs. Floyd Bosch, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Obermueller, Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Obermueller, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Bosch, Mr. Frederick Ober- 
mueller, Mr. and Mrs. Paul McDonald, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Doerr, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Lintner. Mr. and Mrs. Victor Obermueller; $55 for the Church 


Extension Fund. 
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